San Antonio Trip Tips

Overview

Your drive to San Antonio from Minnesota or Wisconsin will be the ‘easiest’ 1,000+ mile drive you can take.  The total trip will be 1,293 miles but 99% (1,276 miles) of it will be on I-35 on which you can average 70 MPH and not stop unless/until you want to… Depending upon your vehicle, it will take 40-50 gallons of gas to make the full trip.  The trip took me a total of 26 hours (left 3:30pm on a Saturday, arrived 5:30pm on Sunday), 18 of which were driving.  I stayed overnight in Wichita and stopped 3 other times for about 10 minutes per stop for gas, etc. 

The first 948 miles will be a pleasant and relaxing drive. However, the 250 miles from the TX/OK border to Austin will require you to be more alert because I-35 gets more crowded and drivers become more aggressive.  Once you hit Austin, the drivers are still aggressive but you have more highway to work with and the scenery improves.  And… when you get to Austin you are less than 100 miles from our house.  When you exit I-35 in San Antonio you will only have another 17 miles to go! 

Below is some additional information for each state you will drive through that you might find useful…

Minnesota
· 118 miles from I-35 in Burnsville to the Iowa border

· Drive time is about 1 hour & 10 minutes averaging 5 MPH above speed limit

· Cumulative miles:  118

· Elapsed drive time: 1 hour, 10 minutes

Iowa
· 225 miles through Iowa 

· Drive time is about 3 hours 

· 10 minutes inside Iowa you will see a Wind Farm to the West

· About an hour into Iowa you could stay at the “Boondock” Motel (Exit 144)

· There is a town called Nevada, IA

· In Des Moines, stay right because I-35 actually exits right, but if you miss the exit don’t panic because you will be on I-235 which takes you through downtown Des Moines but then it connects back with I-35 west of the city.

· Notice that Iowa has “Modern” Rest Areas (means they have vending machines)

· Iowa south of Des Moines is full of scenic rolling hills

· If you stop for gas at the “Kum & Go” off the Hwy 69 Exit just before leaving Iowa, watch for slow moving Amish buggies.  They get gas and ice cream treats here!

· Cumulative miles:  343

· Elapsed drive time:  4 hours, 15 minutes

Missouri
· 105 miles through Missouri

· Cumulative miles:  448

· Elapsed drive time:  4 hours, 55 minutes

Kansas
· 257 miles through Kansas

· I-35 also becomes the Kansas Turnpike which is a toll road, total toll fees are less than $10

· There are ‘service plazas’ on the Turnpike at which you can park, sleep in your car, get gas & food

· Wichita is the half-way point of the trip
· Take Kellogg Blvd exit for hotels (lots of options), no hotels after this exit for quite awhile

· Cumulative miles:  705

· Elapsed drive time:  8 hours, 35 minutes

Oklahoma
· 243 miles through Oklahoma

· First view of an oil field about 25 miles into OK

· Check out the Horseshoeing School about 140 miles into OK

· Camp sites at Turner Falls area about 190 miles into OK

· First sign for a lake (Lake Jean Neutaldt) since MN!

· Another lake!  Lake Murray State Park about 30 miles past Turner Falls (another camping option)

· Noticed many boats on trailers heading north on I-35 in southern OK

· Extreme southern OK has some scenic hill vistas

· Cumulative miles:  948

· Elapsed drive time:  12 hours, 45 minutes

Texas
· 345 miles or about 5.5 hours left to our house in San Antonio

· “Ray Roberts Lake & State Park” located about 20 miles inside TX border

· TX Motor Speedway (you are in NASCAR country!) is about 50 miles from border

· You will have driven 1,000 miles when you are 52 miles into TX from the state line!  Shortly after this milestone, you will notice a Cabella’s store.

· The Dallas-Ft. Worth metro area is 80 miles from the state line

· I-35 splits into I-35E (through Dallas) and I-35W (through Ft. Worth).  Shortest route is to take I-35W.  Follow signs for I-35W, then I-35 to Waco.

· Once out of the metro area, in another 30 miles or so you will see “Itasca, TX” 

· Traffic from Dallas to Austin was heavy, with aggressive driving everywhere.

· When I got to “Temple, TX” (south of Waco) I had been on the road for 24 hours, including an overnight stay in Wichita.

· When you get to Austin you are in central TX (note the 2nd Cabella’s!).  Austin is also the state capital, and you are now less than 100 miles away!

· You will also, after all this time, finally see the first sign for San Antonio!

San Antonio!
· After 1,276 continuous miles on I-35 traversing 6 states and 6 major cities, you will exit on Hwy. 1604 West, also known as the “Anderson Loop.”

· You are now just 17 miles away and will be traveling across a part of northern San Antonio, which sits at the southern edge of Texas Hill Country.

